¢@) SisterCites KiF

7

JAPAN-TEXAS
LEADERSHIP SYMPOSIUM

A& - FFHR U—F—2 v T URSHA

MARCH 27, 2019 20194%3AR27H
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS T FYRAMY 7 b=Fmh
HENRY B. GONZALEZ CONVENTION CENTER

3

|
3
«
&
.
ax
X

Connect globally. Thrive locally. KOYAMAA INTERNATIONAL 5
) CITY OF SAN ANTONIO

The Japan-Texas Symposium is a program of Sister Cities International in partnership
with the Koyamada International Foundation (KIF), hosted by the City of San Antonio
and supported by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan




SN

Dear Fellow Citizen Diplomats,

On March 27th in San Antonio, Texas, a first-
of-its-kind Japan-Texas Leadership Symposium
attracted over 250 distinguished participants,
including national officials, citizen diplomats,
mayors and elected officials, business
executives, cultural performers, and students.
This leadership convocation enhanced the
friendship and collaboration between Japan
and the United States, while shedding light on
innovative ways to work together to build strong,
lasting relationships. It addressed the head,
heart, and soul of citizen diplomacy in examining
business, cultural and community exchanges.

Sessions examined opportunities in emerging
industries; the importance of culture in forging
bilateral relations; women’s leadership and
next generation entrepreneurship; military
security and defense cooperation; and cultural
performances. This moment gathered force
from the hundreds of inspired ideas that more
than 400 Japan-U.S. sister cities of record
have generated over the past six decades.
Such an impressive track record beckons us to
renew, redefine, and refocus our community
to community relationships toaddress the
challenges of tomorrow.

When we look to the future, we will build on
this event to launch a series of leadership fora
over the next two years between the municipal
leaders and community citizen diplomats of
these two countries during 2019 and 2020. This
will lead to the first ever All Japan-US Sister
Cities Summit in Japan in 2020, following the
Tokyo Olympics.
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We are grateful to those who are partnering
with us in this journey. This inaugural Japan-
Texas Leadership Symposium was a program of
Sister Cities International in partnership with
the Koyamada International Foundation hosted
by the City of San Antonio and supported by the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan. We thank our
Sister Cities International Global Leaders Circle
for their expertise and support. In particular, we
acknowledge AMD; Port San Antonio; Brooks;
Toyota Motor Manufacturing, Texas LLC; VUTEX,
Inc., Cole Chemical and Nissei Plastic Machinery
America, Inc.

As a result of this time together, we have re-
enforced our shared commitment and mission
as citizen diplomats to promote peace through
people-to-people connections based on mutual
respect, understanding, and cooperation. As
we think of tomorrow, we are buttressed by the
enduring value and vital importance of the citizen
diplomat and the sister city relationship as the
connective tissue between our two peoples on an
everyday basis. Join us!

Roger-Mark De Souza
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“Japan and the United States each has its own history, society
and culture, and we speak different languages. Yet, we have
built solid relations of trust over a long period of time.”

- Mrs. Akie Abe, the Spouse of the Prime Minister of Japan, on the
occasion of the Japan-Texas Leadership Symposium
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“Deeply-held convictions united us in common purpose.
One is our faith in the great promise of people-to-people and sister
city affiliations in helping build the solid structure of world peace.”

- President Dwight D. Eisenhower
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Impacts and Findings

As we think of tomorrow, we are buttressed by
the enduring value and vital importance of the
citizen diplomat and the sister city relationship as
the connective tissue between our two peoples on
an everyday basis. That connective tissue binds
us through a series of opportunities and shared
values that came to the fore during the leadership
symposium. They included:

Citizen Diplomacy Strengthens Bilateral Dialogue

Citizen diplomacy forms the basis of relations
between Japan and the United States, by facilitating
respect, understanding, and cooperation on a local
level. Citizen diplomacy generates goodwill and
value sharing, while providing smaller communities
avenues for international engagement. Cross-
cultural engagement cultivates social, cultural,
and economic opportunities for members of all
communities. Once these benefits are realized,
citizens can push for the formalization and
institutionalization of these relationships through
traditional diplomatic channels.

Japan-U.S. sister city relationships have existed
since the inception of Sister Cities International
and has helped innovate citizen diplomacy. In
1962, Corpus Christi and Yokosuka established
the first sister city relationship between Texas
and Japan. After the success of this initial
relationship, six more Texas-Japan partnerships
have been established, promoting humanitarian,
cultural, and economic development. Educational
exchanges, at the high school level and beyond,
such as between the San Antonio and Kumamoto
Medical Associations have facilitated sharing of
best practices and innovations
in the field.

As we discussed this
value during the symposium
participants often spoke about
strengthening the Japan-
U.S. alliance, our shared
values, and serving as cultural
ambassadors, all of which
builds trust, understanding,
and cooperation. Perhaps
most tellingly, we noted that
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those who serve in the security and defense often
make the case of how to win without fighting by
utilizing citizen diplomacy’s ability to strengthen
bilateral dialogue.

We are Independent and Interdependent

We recognize specific local contexts differ
from community to community. As such, local
leaders are trailblazers of citizen diplomacy, they
recognize the needs of their communities and can
create programs within sister city relationships
to address these needs. The San Antonio-
Kumamoto relationship has facilitated the building
of two key tunnels by the Obayashi Corporation
to mitigate flooding in the area. This is just one
of many examples of how thinking globally and
acting locally can bring palpable benefits to all
communities. There was also a recognition of
the mutual economic benefits that come to both
countries from our interdependence, with Japan
being one of the top foreign job creators in Texas.
Participants highlighted the importance of the $25
billion annual trade relationship between Texas
and Japan.

Cities Influence All Facets of Life

We recognized that the city is an important part
of the community, it contains the community, and
builds up the community. Local programs and
policies have a profound effect on our day to day
lives. The focus on cities helps us engage those
who have been traditionally excluded from citizen
diplomacy, including women, members of minority
communities, and youth. These groups will be the
next generation of citizen diplomats, innovating
sister city relationships and taking them to new
heights. Indeed, when looking at business interests
in cities, participants discussed a number of key
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areas where cities influence all facets of life. From
a Japanese business perspective this included
opportunities around U.S. cities that demonstrated
customer accessibility, travel convenience through
direct flights, the establishment of a business
foundation, and an educated and experienced
workforce.

These Opportunities Move Us to Action

On the basis of these opportunities, participants
discussed how to make a difference through social
engagement within their local communities and by
finding innovative ways to engage in diplomacy.

Social Engagement

In our discussions on women’s leadership and
bilateral relations, we were able to highlight the
ways that women leaders have beeninstrumental in
cultivating and innovating sister city relationships.
In fact, Mary Zunick, Director of the Hot Springs
Sister Cities Program, was actually named an
Honorary Consul of Japan, an important step in
strengthening bilateral relations. Ruth Cotter, a
leading executive with AMD, noted that the sessions
on social engagement and cultural understanding
were already helping her to re-assess business
relationships. We discussed new ways to
encourage participation by women, as well as how
to ensure women have formal leadership roles in
sister city organizations, as well as in our partner
organizations. In other sessions, participants

mentioned the value of sustaining relationships
over time by getting community members to visit
and engage with their counterparts in Japan, often
leading to lasting friendships, trust, and business
opportunities.
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Interestingly, a number of participants
highlighted the role of culture in forging bilateral
understanding. Many explored ways that U.S.
students’ interests in Japanese language were
increasing, noting that many U.S. students
become interested in Japanese culture and
subsequently language through anime and manga,
which in turn allowed them to learn more about
their own surroundings and their own upbringing.
This cultural competency meant that bilateral
relationships are developed around finding

common ground and addressing various alternate
needs. By promoting cross-cultural understanding,
common ground can be recognized and relations
can proceed from there.
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Community Impact

Impacts are also being felt at the local level. The
Youth Ambassadors program between Fort Worth
and Nagaoka, for example, allows middle school
students to discuss pertinent global issues, while
building communication and leadership skills.
Furthermore, these programs allow youth to
interact with local officials and begin to understand
official policy and diplomatic relations processes.
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Arts showcases were considered integral to the
continued relationship between Japan and Texas.
Our Symposium saw a number of such showcases.
These included a short performance of an excerpt
from Phoenix Fire, an intercultural performance
that will have a role in the 2020 Tokyo Olympic
Games; Cat Scratch Cat, an intaglio print exhibit
by Japanese artist Ms. Hiromi Stringer, focused
on wordplay in both Japanese and English, and
used humor to find common ground between two
different languages; and a concert by the Kaoru
Watanabe Trio showed how a fusion of specific
cultural music can be combined in innovative ways,
a metaphor for our Symposium as a whole.

As we discussed economic opportunities
for small and medium businesses, we outlined
strategies for small businesses looking to expand
manufacturing, distribution, and customer bases.
These strategies focused on utilizing sister city
partnerships to develop local relationships. The
session also discussed how business and sector
exchanges, such as those between San Antonio
and Kumamoto, can help innovation and the
sharing of best practices.
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Recognizing and Learning From Sister City Citizen Diplomats

Atthe symposium we recognized exceptional sister
city award winners who have been champions in
advancing U.S.-Japan relationships:

Alexander Durtka
Dr. Alexander Durtka, Jr. was conferred with the
Order of the Rising Sun, Gold Rays with Rosette

in 2018 by His Majesty the Emperor of Japan. His
Majesty has been on the throne for 30 years. Al
has been connecting Japan and Wisconsin for
even longer. Throughout the Heisei Era, which
is what we call the present Emperor’s reign, Al
has built up our Japan-Wisconsin partnership.
It is fitting that he belongs to the final group of
honorees bestowed with the Order before the
Emperor steps down on April 30th and a new era
begins.

Sister Margit Nagy

Dr. Sister Margit Nagy, CDP, Ph.D., Professor
and Program Head of History at Our Lady of
the Lake University, was awarded the Japanese
Government’s Order of the Rising Sun, Gold
Rays with Neck Ribbon in 2016 in recognition

of her service in the promotion of the mutual
understanding between Japan and the United
States of America. Her first visit to Japan was
to Waseda University through a Fulbright-Hays
Doctoral Dissertation Grant. Her postdoctoral
research as a Fulbright Visiting Professor was at
the University of Tokyo School of Law. Besides
her college teaching and numerous presentations
on Japan, Sr. Nagy served as a founding member
of the Japan America Society of San Antonio in
1985.

Thelma Press
Thelma Press was conferred with the Order
of the Rising Sun, Gold and Silver Rays. She was

recognized for contributing to promoting friendly
relations and mutual understanding between
Japan and the United States. In addition to co-
founding SoCal Sister Cities, Ms. Press is Former
President of the Tachikawa San Bernardino Sister
City Committee, Former President of the San
Diego-Yokohama Sister City Society and Vice
President of the Board of Japanese Friendship
Garden Society of San Diego.

Dr. William R. Farrell

In 2012, Dr. William R. Farrell was awarded
the Imperial decoration of the Order of the Rising
Sun with Gold Rays by the Government of Japan
for his promotion of strong bilateral relations.
His connections with Japan began in 1968 when
he was a student at the Department of Defense
Foreign Language Institute. During the next 50
years Dr. Farrell resided in or traveled regularly to
Japan. He has served as a career military officer,
Professor at the Naval War College, Executive
Director of the American Chamber of Commerce
in Tokyo, Chairman of a consulting company
focused on Asia, and a decade as past Chairman
of the National Association of Japan America
Societies. In 2018 Dr. Farrell was appointed
Honorary Consul for Japan in Rhode Island.
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Innovating Citizen Diplomacy

There was clear evidence of innovation taking
place through the work of our citizen diplomats in
a number of areas.

Disasters and Resilience: In looking at those
who serve, we celebrated those members of our
communities who have devoted their lives to service
of their respective countries. These members have
shared strategies in disaster relief and mitigation,
while reiterating the importance of the Japan-
U.S. security relationship. In today’s international
security lexicon, we often characterize “hard
power” as exclusively the purview of military
resources and correspondingly associate “soft
power” as within the purview of the pin striped
professionals of our foreign service diplomatic
corps. Interestingly though, the overlap between
these two spheres is the individual service member
—the sailor, the soldier, the airman, or the marine, in
addition to their civilian support colleagues — who
are a nation’s citizen diplomats in uniform because
they are the first “on scene” in conflict and the
essential ingredient for securing or maintaining
the peace.

Whether it is joint planning efforts, military
professional educational exchanges, base/
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community relations, joint training, or disaster
response and recovery operations, the service
member - this citizen diplomat in uniform - is both
a reflection and representative of the essence of a
nation’s values. The people to people connections
forged in this type of experience is life changing
and life-long.

Workforce and Manufacturing: Opportunities
in the Automotive Sector and Why Japanese

Companies Choose Texas discussed innovation
and future opportunities, including how the
automotive sector is at the forefront of sister city
economic development. Drawing on the success of
the Toyota Motor Manufacturing of Texas plant, we
have discussed new approaches to manufacturing
efficiency and expansion. Not only does Texas have
favorable laws for doing business, longstanding
and strong sister city partnerships have produced
personal relationships, facilitating new business
ventures.

Trade and Investment: Over the course of the
Symposium, experts shed light on ongoing official
trade negotiations. They also reinforced
the notion of how informal friendships and
partnerships, arising through the sister city
network, can lay the foundation for future
investment. For example, by promoting
the Corporate Social Responsibility effects
of our network, along the lines of the San
Antonio-Kumamoto partnership, where 20
San Antonio businesses and corporations
raised over $170,000 in aid for Kumamoto
after a series of devastating earthquakes in
2016.

Cherry Blossom Diplomacy

As Mr. Takehiro Shimada, the Minster in Charge
of Communication and Cultural Affairs at the
Embassy of Japan in Washington D.C., noted,
mutual understanding and trust between both
peoples are the basis of the solid Japan-U.S.
relationship. In particular, it is essential for the
future of the U.S.-Japan alliance to deepen mutual
understanding and friendship among young people
who are shouldering responsibilities for the global
peace and prosperity in the next generation. In this
sense, we may safely say that education is a very
important key for the U.S. and Japan in developing
our bilateral relations.
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Fortunately, Japan and the
United States share core values -
democracy, rule of law, respect for
basic human rights, free market
economy, and so on. And both
countries have been working
closely as allies for more than 70
years in various global fields such
as security, economy, and even
in education. Thus, it is natural
and important to work together to
deepen mutual understanding and
facilitate cultural and educational
exchange.

This approach of mutual
understanding was captured at the
end of the symposium as we came
back to anidea that was put forth by
our colleague from the Department
of State, Rick Ruth. He noted that
we often talk about soft power, about citizen
diplomacy, about cultural diplomacy. He remarked
that a colleague of his from the Embassy in Tokyo
would speak of cherry blossom diplomacy. He
noted how the magnificent cherry trees that line
the Tidal Basin in Washington, that help frame the
Washington and Jefferson Memorials, were a gift
to the United States in 1912 and, many decades
and a bitter war later, they still bloom. In fact, late
March and early April is when they are at their
peak.

The cherry trees and sister cities share this
important feature—they are both shining examples
of what we can show and accomplish when we work
together, when relationships are based on shared
values and common goals, when relationships are
founded on mutual respect and appreciation.

The secret genius of citizen diplomacy is that
citizen diplomats see with their own eyes, hear with
their own ears, speak with their own voices, ask
their own questions, and, therefore, arrive at their
own conclusions. You all make up your own minds.
And because you make up your own minds, based
on your own direct experience, your conclusions
and your convictions are enduring.

Like the cherry trees, sister city relationships
blossom through regime changes, elections, daily
headlines, and disasters, reminding us of our
common humanity. In that sense, you are not only
citizendiplomats, you are gardeners—international
gardeners—planting seeds, nurturing growth, and
rewarded by the beauty of mature relationships.
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Summary of Sessions

Inauguration of Symposium:

* High school students from Summer of Service
(S0OS) posted Japan and US flags as well as the
Texas State and San Antonio City flags, followed by
a presentation of the national anthems of Japan and
the United States of America

* Welcome remarks were delivered by the following
distinguished guests:
-Mr. Michael Hyatt, Senior Vice President,
Investments, UBS Financial Services; Chairman
Emeritus of Sister Cities International and
Chairman of Texas State Host Committee
-Councilwoman Rebecca Viagran, San Antonio City
Councilwoman and Chair of Local Host Committee
-Mr. Shin Koyamada, Chairman, Koyamada
International Foundation; Board Member, Sister
Cities International; CEO, Shinca Group
-Mr. Roger-Mark De Souza, President & CEO, Sister
Cities International
-Mayor Ron Nirenberg, Mayor of San Antonio;
Chairman, Sister Cities International
-Judge Peter Sakai, Judge, 225th District Court,
Bexar County; Board Member, U.S.-Japan Council
-Judge Nelson Wolff, Bexar County Judge
-Secretary David Whitley, Secretary of State of
Texas representing Governor Gregg Abbott
-Congressman Joaquin Castro, U.S. Congressman;
Co-Chair of U.S.-Japan Caucus
-Mr. Rick A. Ruth, Senior Advisor, Bureau of
Educational and Cultural Affairs, U.S. Department
of State
-Ambassador Kazutoshi Aikawa, Minister
Plenipotentiary and Deputy Chief of Mission,
Embassy of Japan in the United States of America
-Ms. Nia Lyte, President, Koyamada International
Foundation (Welcome letter from Mrs. Akie Abe,
the Spouse of the Prime Minister of Japan)
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Economic Development:

Why Do Japanese Companies Choose Texas?
explored factors that drive Japanese companies to
choose Texas, including how cultural similarities
between Japan and Texas fuel business success.
Japan is the No.1 international job creator in the
United States, with Texas being a major beneficiary.
Panelists:

-Mr. Leo Gomez, President & CEO, Brooks

-Mr. Takaoki Niwa, President & CEO, Mitsubishi

Heavy Industries America, Inc.

-Ms. Jenna Saucedo-Herrera, President & CEO, San

Antonio Economic Development Foundation

-Mr. Hozumi Yoda, President, Nissei Plastic Industry

-Mr. Nobuaki Yokoo, President, Japan American

Society of San Antonio

Trade and Investment: Future Directions focused
on the importance of trade and investment between
the two countries and explored the current trade
negotiations in process between the United States
and Japan.
Panelists:
-Dr. Joshua Walker, Global Head of Strategic
Initiatives and Japan, Eurasia Group
-Ms. Paula Gold-Williams, President & CEO, CPS
Energy
-Dr. Fumiaki Kubo, Vice Chairman, U.S.-Japan
Conference on Cultural and Educational
Interchange (CULCON); Professor at University of
Tokyo
-Mr. Jim Perschbach, President & CEO, Port San
Antonio
-Mr. Yasuhiro Uozumi, Executive Director, Keidanren
USA
-Mr. Hiroyuki Watanabe, Director, Texas Japan
Office in Tokyo

Opportunities for Small and Medium Businesses
examined opportunities to attract and sustain
smaller companies and business operations and the
importance of looking to these outside markets to
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facilitate growth in this sector with reference to the
Japan - United States context.
Panelists:
-Mr. Rene Dominguez, Director
Development, City of San Antonio
-Ms. Donna Cole, President & CEO, Cole Chemical;
Board member, U.S.-Japan Council
-Mr. Toshinaga Hirai, Chief Executive Director,
JETRO Houston
-Mr. Max Navarro, Chairman, Board of Directors,
Vutex Inc. and Operational Technologies
-Mr. Al Salgado, Interim Director, Institute of
Economic Development, University of Texas at
San Antonio

of Economic

Workforce and Manufacturing, Opportunities in the
Automotive Sector presented developments around
automation and robotics in the automotive sector
and how such innovations are shaping an entire
industry especially its workforce.
Panelists:

-Mr. Robert McKinley, Vice Chancellor of Economic

and Workforce Development, Alamo Colleges

-Mr. Walt Downing, Executive Vice President,

Southwest Research Institute

-Mr. David Marquez, Executive Director of Economic
Development & Community Planning,
County

-Ms. Sandy Nott, Vice President, Toyota Motor
Manufacturing Texas
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Keynote address on Citizen Diplomacy by
Mrs. Karen Pence, Second Lady of the United
States

In March 2017, Mrs. Pence received the Sister Cities
International Diplomatic Leadership Award for her
exceptional support of Sister Cities International’s
mission: To promote peace through mutual respect,
understanding and cooperation - one individual,
one community at a time. In July 2017, Sister
Cities International appointed Mrs. Pence to serve
as the Honorary Vice Chairwoman for Sister Cities
International. She delivered a passionate address
about the importance of citizen diplomacy and
the ways that sister cities continue to build strong
relations with Japan. She concluded her address
singing the Sukiyaki song “I Look Up as I Walk” in
impeccable Japanese with the audience joining in.
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Women'’s Leadership:

A panel discussion on Women'’s Leadership through
Citizen Exchanges on Bilateral Relations examined
the value of citizen exchanges to create and sustain
opportunities for women’s leadership with examples
from the United States and Japan.
Panelists:
-Ms. Nia Lyte, President, Koyamada International
Foundation; Country Representative for Colombia
& Special Representative for Women'’s Leadership,
Sister Cities International
-Ms. Ruth Cotter, Senior
Worldwide Marketing,
Investor Relations, AMD
-Ms. Misako Ito, Secretary-General, U.S.-
Japan Conference on Cultural and Educational
Interchange (CULCON)
-Ms. Tae Namba, Director of GPSP Support Bureau;
Board Member, Association of Medical Doctors of
Asia (AMDA)

Vice President of
Human Resources and

Culture and Diplomacy:

Education and the Value of Japanese Culture
and Language to U.S. Audiences highlighted the
value of teaching Japanese culture, language and
history to U.S. audiences. It emphasized outreach
and educational efforts that are building a greater
understanding and appreciation of Japanese culture
and language.
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Panelists:
-Mr. Takehiro Shimada, Minister for Communications
& Cultural Affairs, Embassy of Japan
-Dr. Makiko Fukuda, Japanese Senior Lecturer,
University of Texas at San Antonio

-Mr. Hideki Hara, Direc
Foundation, Los Angeles
-Mr. Edson Kodama, Executive Vice President,
SARAYA International Inc.

-Dr. Naoko Ozaki, Lecturer in Japanese, Rice
University

tor, The Japan

The Importance of NEXGEN in the Japan US Bilateral
Relationship delved into the importance of the next
generation and youth in the bilateral relationships
within the context of Japan-U.S. relations.

Panelists:

-Mr. Shin Koyamada, Chairman, Koyamada
International Foundation, Board Member, Sister
Cities International; CEO, Shinca Group

-Mr. Masafumi Ishida, Vice President,
Chamber International in Japan (JCI)

-Mr. Arrey Obenson, Secretary General, Junior
Chamber International (JCI)

-Dr. Hiroki Takeuchi, Director, Sun & Star Program
on Japan and East Asia and Associate Professor of
Political Science, Southern Methodist University

-Ambassador Haruhisa Takeuchi, Advisor to Daiwa
House and Former Ambassador of Japan to
Singapore; Professor, University of Tokyo

-Mr. Michael Turner, Culture & Sports Attaché, U.S.
Embassy, Tokyo

Junior

The Role of Culture in Forging Bilateral Relations
explored ways in which cultural experiences and
exchanges in both countries have forged bilateral
relations. It included the role that volunteers play in
developing cultural exchange opportunities.
Panelists:

-Mr. John M. Stich, Honorary Consul-General of

Japan in Dallas

-Dr. Peter Kelley, PhD, President,

Association of Japan-America Societies

-Mr. Matthew Gillam, Senior Researcher, Japan

National
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Local Government Center, New York

-Dr. Fumiaki Kubo, Vice Chairman, U.S. -Japan
Conference on Cultural and Educational
Interchange (CULCON); Professor at University of
Tokyo

-Mr. Chris Tashima, Academy Award winner for
directing the short film Visas and Virtues

Service:

Serving Those Who Serve honored the role of those
who have served including an acknowledgement of
U.S.-Japan security and defense relationships and
the role of people to people exchanges in such areas
of disaster mitigation and recovery.
Panelists:
-Mr. Tim Quigley, Chair Emeritus, Sister Cities
International; President, Sister Cities International
Foundation
-Mr. Koichiro Bansho, Advisor, National Security
Secretariat of Japan; Retired Lt. General, Japan
Ground Self-Defense Force
-Mr. William R. Farrell, PhD, Honorary Consul of
Japan for Rhode Island; Past Chair of National
Japan American Society; Professor of Naval
College
-Gen. Edward Rice, USAF (Ret), Former Commander
of Air Education and Training Command in San
Antonio

Cultural Performances:

Sister Cities Cultural Showcase - Dr. Kevin Salfen, a
writer-composer and member of the music faculty at
the University of the Incarnate Word (UIW) in San
Antonio introduced Phoenix Fire, a new intercultural
performance project for the 2020 Tokyo Olympics.
The project will premiére in March 2020 and then be
taken to both San Antonio’s sister city Kumamoto
and Tokyo. The presentation concluded with a
performance of an excerpt by UIW students.
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Musical Concert by Kaoru Watanabe Trio - A
short concert featured Kaoru Watanabe who was
joined by percussionist Satoshi Takeishi and Celtic
harpist Maeve Gilchrist, both acclaimed for their

innovative approach to their instruments. This
concert was organized by Mr. Suhail Arastu, Director
of Advancement for Musical Bridges Around the
World (MBAW), which is a non-profit performing arts
organization based in San Antonio with the mission to
unite, educate, and inspire through culturally diverse
performing and visual arts programming. MBAW has
been bringing Japanese music and culture to schools
in San Antonio for many years.

Closing Remarks:

Final closing remarks were delivered by the following
distinguished guests:

-Mr. Shin Koyamada, Chairman, Koyamada
International Foundation; Board Member, Sister
Cities International; CEO, Shinca

-Consul General Hideo Fukushima, Consul General
of Japan in Houston

-Mr. Roger-Mark De Souza, President & CEO, Sister
Cities International

-Mayor Ron Nirenberg, Mayor of San Antonio;
Chairman, Sister Cities International
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{ 3 SisterCities

INTERNATIONAL

Connect globally. Thrive locally.

About Sister Cities International

Founded as a Presidential Initiative by Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1956, Sister
Cities International serves as the national membership organization for over
500 individual sister cities, counties, and states across the United States with
relationships in over 2,000 communities in 140 countries on six continents.
The sister city network unites tens of thousands of citizen diplomats and
volunteers who work tirelessly to promote the organizations’ mission of
creating world peace and understanding through economic development,
youth and education, arts and culture, and humanitarian assistance. www.
sistercities.org
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K.I
KOYAMADA INTERNATIONAL
FOUNDATION

About KIF (Koyamada International Foundation)

Headquartered in Los Angeles, California, KIF is a United States 501(C)
(3) nonprofit organization founded by Shin Koyamada (actor from The
Last Samurai) and Nia Lyte (TED Talk Speaker) on March 10th, 2008. KIF’s
mission is to improve quality of people’s lives by empowering global youth
and women to reach their full potential and by providing humanitarian aid
to promote global peace and sustainable development. Official site: http://
koyamada.org
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CITY OF SAN ANTONIO

About The City of San Antonio

The City of San Antonio’s International Relations Office maintains
partnerships with 11 Sister Cities, two Friendship Cities and a number of
other cities and regions around the world. One of the City’s oldest and most
active relationships is with its Sister City of Kumamoto, established in 1987.
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The Japan-Texas Symposium is a program of Sister Cities International
\ in partnership with the Koyamada International Foundation (KIF),
N hosted by the City of San Antonio and supported by the Ministry

of Foreign Affairs of Japan.

" JAPAN-TEXAS IqF
LEADERSHIP SYMPOSIUM SisterCitics

G globaliy, Thrive oy, Franats IHTLAE ATICNA

CITY OF SAN ANTONIO

SPONSORS

PORTASAN ANTONIO .
AMDZU | B ro0ks

TOYOTA wa i <> w1
OY9TA VUTEX —

c o L E NISSEl PLASTIC MACHINERY AMERICA INC,
CHEMICAL

IN KIND SUPPORT

C B DSAV

TR Moy -2

SANJOSESTOCK.COM PALSICAL BRIDGES AROUNMD THE WORLD
e ol s s !

MARKETING PARTNERS

2 ML AaN, .
E61 1% S@S A7 @ Keidanren

T SAN ANTONIC Saedf “Qé Inpan Business Federation

[P —— Sl e eveleprrent fouanction
L
Yaour Guide fo Arts & Culture
— GET: 5 CREATIVE

OLLU

stitute SANANTONIO.COM
OUR LADYorm= LAKE UNIVERSIT \r\ F TEXAS B g T ermrt g P g
UNIVERSIW _ AT SAM ANTCMIC
SAN ANTONID
@
‘.’ [-1-] @ ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DEFARTHENT o a8
» * 7 | KTERMATICHAL RELATHONS OF FICE DEPARTMENT
banJAnLchuu (..0"1)(.‘]] MNacks Mitsui Shirans
R INTERH ¥ Foundation
Designed b @ i = I l‘w Symposium Branding and logo was created by
9 Y & CONSULTING Joshua Castillo, City of San Antonio Economic Development

Photos in this report are courtesy of Fred Gonzales, City of San Antonio; Suhail Arastu, Musical Bridges Around the World;
and Roger-Mark De Souza, Sister Cities International.

We were pleased to have traditional Ikebana flower arrangements in the plenary, lunch and reception thanks to: Miyako Wallace.
lkebana Japanese Flower Arrangement Artist . Sogetsu School of Ikebana certified Instructor. IEEFFU+ L X, ER7R TR
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