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Background Information and Visa Waivers 

Visa Waiver Program: 
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Western Hemisphere Travel Initiative (WHTI): 

For Countries NOT in the Visa Waiver Program: 

The Schengen Zone: 
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US Passport Information 

For First Time Passport Applicants: 
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Expedited Passport Service: 

Getting a Visa to Travel Abroad 

Arriving Abroad: 
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Country Specific Travel Information 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Argentina:  

Brazil: 

Brazilian law requires any minor who is a Brazilian citizen (even dual 

nationals who are both U.S. and Brazilian citizens) to have permission from each parent to travel within 

Brazil or exit the country. When a minor travels with both parents, no written authorization is needed. When 

the minor travels with only one parent or without either parent, s/he must have two original written 

authorization letters from each absent parent and carry a copy of the child’s birth certificate or have an 

annotation in his/her Brazilian passport authorizing travel alone or with only one parent. 

Cameroon:  
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Peru 

Romania 

Russia 

Russia requires visitors to have a valid passport with the correct visas. You must obtain a valid visa for 

your specific purpose of travel before arriving in Russia, unless you are arriving as a cruise ship passenger. 

Russian authorities strictly enforce all visa and immigration laws. The Embassy of the Russian 

Federation website provides the most up to date information regarding visa regulations and requirements. 

In accordance with Russia’s Entry-Exit Law, Russian authorities may deny entry or reentry into Russia for 

5 years or more and cancel the visas of foreigners who have committed two administrative violations within 

the past three years. Activities that are not specifically covered by the traveler’s visa may result in an 

administrative violation and deportation. Students and English teachers should be certain that their 

activities are in strict keeping with their visa type. Students must not teach or coach English, whether 

compensated or not, while traveling on a student visa as it is considered a visa violation and may subject 

you to detention and deportation.  

South Africa 
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Taiwan 

Turkey 

Obey all Turkish visa regulations and maintain valid residence permits at all times. The U.S. Embassy is 

unable to assist with Turkish immigration or visa-related matters. Passports must be valid for six months 

beyond your entry date. You will be denied entry into Turkey if there is not enough space for entry and 

exit stamps in your passport. You need a visa to travel to Turkey. For tourism or commercial travel of up 

to 90 days within a 180 day period, obtain a Turkish visa from Turkish missions abroad or from the e-

Visa application system prior to arrival. Make sure you keep track of entry and exit stamps. You must 

have a Turkish entry stamp to fly domestically. Get an exit stamp in your passport when leaving the 

country or you may face difficulties re-entering Turkey in the future and a fine. If you are planning 

to work, study, or conduct academic or scientific research in Turkey, you must receive a visa from a 

Turkish embassy or consulate before arriving in Turkey. 

Ukraine  
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